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opportunity which Baldwin VI. eagerly accepted; much
of Artois was recaptured, and when Philip, rashly ventur-
ing, as the chronicler thought, where his forefathers had
not dared, attacked Flanders, he narrowly escaped cap-
ture near Ypres. When the fourth crusade started the
romantic young count of Flanders eagerly joined it.
The foundation of the Latin Empire of the East, and
his own accession to the throne, diverted Baldwin from
all the interests of Western Europe, and did much to
save Philip at a critical epoch of his life.
The struggle with the house of Anjou was more than
enough to occupy the French king in the years that
followed, and when Baldwin died and his little daughter
Jeanne was given in marriage to her kinsman Ferrand
of Portugal, the overlord did not interfere. He even
abandoned the pretensions of his son Louis to the rest
of Flanders on the cession of S. Omer and Aire by the
new count. Ferrand soon proved at least as active an
antagonist as his predecessors. He alone at Soissons, on
April 8, 1213, refused to aid Philip against John; and he
threw himself heartily into the coalition against Franca
For some time he kept his definite alliance with John
and Otto; twice he failed to keep tryst when his French
overlord summoned him. At length Philip saw that he
was too dangerous an enemy to be left on his flank while
he attacked the English king, and determined to make
a decisive attack on Flanders. He was not without
encouragement. Some of the towns, always ready to
intrigue against their rulers near at home, seemed ready
to cast off Ferrand. Tournai, both as a municipality
and as a bishopric, was for Philip. A sketch of t^eir
past relations will throw light on the position in 1213.